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Malta 

 
Introduction 
 

Following the SEE-Med Regional Seminar held in Romania, Bucharest in 2017 a number of important 

developments regarding Global Development Education (GDE) have come into effect as of 2018. 

 

The following key points will be discussed: 

 

Key points 

 

 Policy-Making and Curriculum Development on GDE 

 Professional Development and Quality Support on GDE 

 Awareness Raising, Promotion of GDE and Pedagogical Tools - Initiatives/Projects at St 

Clare College Secondary School, Pembroke 

 Malta’s Priorities for GDE 

 GDE – The Way Forward 

 

Policy-making and Curricula on GDE in Malta - 2017-2018  
 

As part of the Malta EU presidency, in collaboration with the European Policy Network on School 

Leadership (EPNOSL), the Conference entitled ‘The Forum on Leadership policy on Equity and 

Learning “Take it to the students” held earlier in 2017 convened on school leadership, equity and 

inclusivity1.’ 

 

The main themes of the conference focused on1: 

 

a. policy and leadership 

b. equity 

c. practice 

d. the relationship between them.  

 

 

‘One of the main outcomes of the conference was the fundamental importance to equip young people 

with the necessary education to be1: 

 

a. employable 

b. critically aware and functional citizens,  

c. capable of overcoming inequalities and inequities. 

 

 

‘Malta’s highlight for the year 2017 was the visit by Mr Liam Wegimont and Ms Ditta Dolejsiova from 

Global Education Network Europe (GENE) to Malta last November. During their short visit a meeting 

was held with the Hon. Minister for Education and Employment during which GENE’s Increase and 

Innovation Programme and its positive impact on Global Education was discussed1
.’ 

 

 

‘Following this visit, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed in December 2017, so that now 

Malta is part of this initiative for the year 20181. 

                                                      
1 Excerpt taken from: The State of Global Education 2018: http://gene.eu/wp-content/uploads/State-of-Global-Education-

2018-with-cover.pdf (Pg 50) 

 

http://gene.eu/wp-content/uploads/State-of-Global-Education-2018-with-cover.pdf
http://gene.eu/wp-content/uploads/State-of-Global-Education-2018-with-cover.pdf
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 GENE – Global Education Network Europe 2018 

 

Consequently, Malta has joined 25 other European countries to participate in GENE, which brings 

together Ministries, Agencies and other bodies that develop national policy and provide funding for 

Global Education in European countries. 

 

Educators of different subjects and other stakeholders were invited to attend the launching of GENE. 

Presently, informative sessions are being held about funded school-based projects (DLAP Letter 

Circular 185/2018). 

 

Moreover, in terms of policy-making, SKOP, which is Malta’s Development NGO Platform and a 

member of Concord Europe, provided MEDE with suggestions and inputs for specific topics regarding 

the Global Education Strategy launched by MEDE in collaboration with GENE in June 2018. In fact, 

SKOP had advised the Ministry to consider a strategic approach in its efforts to join GENE and 

implement GDE activities. Among other aspects, this included (a) setting up an inter-agency working 

group to develop a GE/GDE/DE national strategy, (b) planning activities as part of GENE that would 

be contributing to the objectives of that strategy and (c) foster a multi-stakeholder approach in the 

strategy’s and GENE activities’ implementation, which would strengthen inter-agency collaboration 

whilst also profit from existing good practices and GDE experiences, predominantly by civil society 

actors.  

 

 Malta’s National Curriculum Framework for All (2012)2  

 

The National Curriculum Framework for All aims at encouraging children to regard social justice, 

active citizenship and solidarity as key values in the development of Maltese society through its cross-

curricular themes.  As highlighted in the NCF, acquiring positive attitudes and a respect for human 

rights, is one of the learning outcomes for Education for Democracy as a cross-curricular theme in Social 

Studies, Environmental Studies and aspects from Personal and Social Development as well as Home 

Economics2. Furthermore, work is currently underway to further enhance these topics in the respective 

subjects so as to address the directions put forward by the Global Education pillars/objectives, the 

European Commission and other European Institutions. 

 

 Learning Outcomes Framework (LOF)3 

 

The intention to promote the discussion of Global Development Education issues in educational 

institutions has been reinforced through the implementation of the Learning Outcomes Framework. The 

implementation of this Framework, which resulted from the collaboration of national and foreign experts 

working in different educational institutions, will promote the insertion into the learning curricula of 

cross-curricular themes, such as Education for Diversity and Education for Sustainable Development. 

Learning Outcomes have been implemented in the Early years- Kinder 1, Primary - Year 3 and 

Secondary level -Year 7. Other levels will follow eventually. 

 

 

 

                                                      
2 A National Curriculum Framework for All (2012):  https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Resources/The-NCF/Pages/default.aspx. 
3 The Learning Outcomes Framework: www.schoolslearningoutcomes.edu.mt/en/. 

 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Resources/The-NCF/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.schoolslearningoutcomes.edu.mt/en/
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 Half-Yearly Examinations replaced by School-Based Assessment 

 

Students will now have more time to engage themselves with different tasks and co-curricular activities 

related to GDE. The Secondary Education Certificate (SEC) examinations in all subjects will also 

complement the changes being introduced in schools. 

 

Professional Development and Quality Support on GDE 

SKOP realised some video training for teachers4 to support them in the use of e-books5 that were 

produced by SKOP in 2017, focusing on teaching the SDGs to Primary Students. 

Kopin – In 2018, Kopin started the implementation of the InterCap project which aims at developing 

training for teacher trainers, in-service and pre-service teachers on the themes of Sustainable 

Development, Migration and Global Education. The training has been developed and will be offered as 

from 2019.  Furthermore, throughout 2017 and 2018, Kopin has continued providing training to teachers, 

on issues related to (un)sustainable development and (forced) migration as well as the inclusion of 

foreign students in the formal educational setting. 

Moreover, Kopin contributed (together with SOS Malta and other civil society actors) to informal 

workshops taking place within the Action Planet exhibition for schools on Sustainable Development6.  

 

 

The workshops addressed the SDGs and were offered to both Primary and Secondary school students. 

You can find more information here: https://actionplanet.org/Action-Planet-Publication.pdf 

 

Starting from March 2018, Kopin has been offering workshops in Primary Schools focusing on 

Sustainable Development and Fair Trade. The "Food for Thought" booklet, containing lesson plans 

developed within the GE project "EAThink 2015"7, is available to teachers and educators on both 

Fronter and on Kopin's website8. MEDE also organises various professional development sessions 

regarding the Sustainable Development Goals in partnership with Kopin (DLAP Letter Circular 

332/2018). Reference is also made to DLAP Letter Circular 214/2018, the Youtheme Foundation – A 

Project for Schools. 

Awareness Raising and Pedagogical Tools - Good Practices 

School Initiatives/Projects – St Clare College Secondary School, Pembroke 

 World Children’s Day – This celebration was carried out in collaboration with the Commissioner 

of Children was held on the 20th November in 2017. The aim was to raise awareness about 

Children’s Rights and their duties. These activities are ongoing. 

 Visits to San Anton Palace and Verdala Palace – The aim of these visits was to learn about the 

official residences of HE the President and her role, locally and internationally. 

                                                      
4 http://skopmalta.org/our-projects/teacher-training-sdgs/.  
5 http://skopmalta.org/our-projects/e4sdgs-childrens-e-book-sdgs/.  
6 https://actionplanet.org/ and https://www.kreattivita.org/en/event/action-planet/. 
7 http://www.kopin.org/portfolio-items/eathink/.   
8 Information provided by Federica Di Giulio – Project Manager at Kopin, member of SKOP’s Development Education and 

Awareness Raising (DEAR) Working Group and Board Member of Concord Europe’s Hub 4, dealing with DEAR.  See 

http://www.kopin.org/food-for-thought/.   

http://www.developtogether.eu/
https://actionplanet.org/Action-Planet-Publication.pdf
http://skopmalta.org/our-projects/teacher-training-sdgs/
http://skopmalta.org/our-projects/e4sdgs-childrens-e-book-sdgs/
https://actionplanet.org/
https://www.kreattivita.org/en/event/action-planet/
http://www.kopin.org/portfolio-items/eathink/
http://www.kopin.org/food-for-thought/
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 Global Education Week 2017/2018 – A number of students participated at this event and presented 

the themes outlined in the GEW - DLAP Letter Circular 215/2017. The themes chosen were:  

 The sustainable development goals 

 Local and international NGOs working for a better world 

 Bridging the gap between the More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) and the Less 

Economic Developed Countries (LEDCs) 

 

A follow-up activity of GEW (DLAP Letter Circular 300/2018)will be organised for students and 

teachers in January 2019 through the collaboration of Mr G. Bugeja, the Director and Education 

Officers of Social Studies and Geography together with the National Coordinator for GEW Malta, 

Ms Rita DeBattista, with the Theme: The World is changing. What about us? 

 Fair Trade Workshops for Students 
 

These workshops were delivered by a member of Kopin, who is a professional teacher, to raise 

awareness about Fair Trade and its products. An exhibition of students’ work and a tasting session 

ensued. 

 

 Happy Helpers Student Committee: This committee was founded by a group of Year 7 students 

with the intention of: 

 

 Raising awareness about children’s rights and duties - World Children’s Rights for the Prize of 

the Child Project 

 Providing peer support - facilitating the integration and inclusion of foreign students 

 Providing for a caring and healthy classroom environment 

 Raising awareness about global issues 

To kick-start the project, a special assembly was held at all levels, from Year 7 to Year 11, to 

inform students about the committee. A flower pot was donated to every classroom, Form 

teacher, the Senior Management Team and Staff as a symbol of peace. 

 

 Peace Building- The President's Foundation for the Well-Being of Society 

 

These sessions were aimed at introducing participants to a world of Peace Building through a number 

of creative workshops. Students and educators also had the opportunity to meet individuals that are 

contributing to the local community through these workshops. These included Members of the European 

Parliament, NGO representatives and others.  The students who participated received a Certificate from 

HE the President Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca to commemorate the event. 

 

Other Projects 

 

Various projects related to GDE are already being implemented through the cooperation between the governmental 

actors and NGOs, which apart from SKOP and Kopin already mentioned, include NGOs such as Koperattiva 

Kummerċ Ġust, Friends of the Earth Malta, Youtheme Foundation, Birdlife and Nature Trust.  

 

Learning on an international scale allows students to broaden their horizons and develop a better 

understanding of different viewpoints, not just their own. As some students participating in the projects 

observed: ‘it opens your eyes without realising it’. 
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Malta’s Priorities for Global Development Education 
 

The priorities for Malta in the area of global development education are:  

 

(i) The integration of foreign students into our education system and  

(ii) The fostering of 21st century skills in our curriculum and lifelong learning.   

 

The integration of migrants into our society is proving to be a difficult and long process, even though 

many efforts are being carried out to support the process.  The Ministry for Education and Employment 

(MEDE) has its Migrant Learners’ Unit9, but is also supported by NGOs working in the field, such as 

Kopin, the Integra Foundation and the Jesuit Refugee Service Malta.  The integration of migrants is 

advantageous to the migrants themselves but also to society to be able to work and live peacefully for 

the benefit of all. 

  

The fostering of 21st century skills will be significant to society so that learners will be able to think 

critically, be entrepreneurial in their actions, able to take risks, work in a team, communicate, use 

computational thinking, etc.  These skills and competences are the basis of the innovation taking place 

in the local curriculum, through the introduction of learning outcomes across all subjects as 

aforementioned.10 

 

 

Global Development Education – The Way Forward  

 

Another aspect of GDE, which is being focused upon, is Early Childhood Education where an 

innovative pedagogy of emergent curriculum is being introduced instead of traditional methods (for 

example the Reggio Emilia Approach)10. 

   

Media literacy is a new Secondary Education Certificate (SEC) vocational and optional subject which 

is going to be introduced as from Sept 2019.  However, this subject is already being taught at the Malta 

Visual and Arts School as one of the art forms offered by this school.10The SEC syllabus is available at: 

https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/355461/SEC41.pdf. 
 

The appointment of an Education Officer for Education Sustainable Development, responsible for the 

implementation of this area in the curriculum, is also an important step which the Directorate for 

Learning and Assessment Programmes has carried out.  

 

The provision of an international course for GE trainers5 would be helpful as it could then be offered as 

part of the self-sought or management driven training – innovative training methodologies introduced 

by the Government of Malta and the Malta Union of Teachers Sectoral Agreementavailable 

at: https://education.gov.mt/en/Documents/Sectoral%20Agreement.pdf.  

 

 

 

                                                      
9   https://migrantlearnersunit.gov.mt.   
10 Bugeja, G. (2018) - Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes, Ministry for Education and Employment,  

    Malta. 

 

https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/355461/SEC41.pdf
https://education.gov.mt/en/Documents/Sectoral%20Agreement.pdf
https://migrantlearnersunit.gov.mt/
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Conclusion 

 

Addressing curriculum changes and the Continuous Professional Development of teachers is proving to 

be a long and difficult journey which requires cultural and pedagogical changes.  However, as a 

professional community, we also have the opportunity to potentially address these barriers. This can be 

achieved through a widespread Global Education reform by broadening our horizons and collaborating 

with Global Development Education/Global Education experts from the North-South Centre of the 

Council of Europe. I augur that more seminars and conferences be organised in this respect in order to 

bring about the necessary changes in policy-making, curricular development and the continuous 

professional development of educators. 
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